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COVID19 TENNIS ACTIVITY EASING PROTOCOL – Updated 01/06/2020 

 

Following the latest guidance issued by the Government and the LTA, the tennis section has 

developed a protocol under which we feel able to re-open the tennis courts for our members to 

resume tennis activity. 

The following guidance is intended to help prevent the spread of Covid19, and include measures to 

limit hand to shared surface contact and minimise unnecessary interactions with others. 

 

IMPORTANT: Do not leave your home to play tennis if Government advice means you should stay 

at home because you or someone you live with has or has had symptoms of COVID-19, or you are 

in the most vulnerable category and have been advised to shield from the coronavirus. 

If a member, who has played at the Club, develops symptoms of Covid19, please inform the Club 

as soon as possible, and ensure you follow the Government’s ‘test and trace’ guidelines, which can 

be read on the Gov.uk website 

 

BEFORE LEAVING HOME & AFTER YOU RETURN 

 Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds before leaving home to go to 

the court (or use an alcohol gel if washing hands is not possible), and again on your return 

home. 

 Take hand sanitiser with you. 

VENUE MANAGEMENT 

 The section needs to take time to ensure that facilities can be reopened safely, rather than 

rushing – the intention is that tennis activity will resume from Saturday 16th May.  The 

updated guidance will become effective from Saturday 6th June. 

 We must consider safety first, particularly minimising the risk of infection/transmission. 

 Guidelines will be updated as we progress through the different phases of Government 

measures - we recommend you check the official LTA position at 

www.lta.org.uk/coronavirus on a regular basis to stay abreast of the latest 

recommendations. 

 The measures being introduced are designed to be flexible so that they can be modified 

quickly if tighter movement/social distancing is reintroduced in the future or when the 

restrictions are further relaxed. 

FACILITIES  

 The tennis clubhouse and toilet will remain closed and not available for use. 

 Floodlights will not be available for use. 

 Tennis nets will be maintained at the appropriate height to avoid players having to adjust 

them. 



 
 

 WOMBOURNE TENNIS CLUB 
 

HEALTH, SAFETY & HYGIENE 

 A first aid box is available in the clubhouse, and access to first aid kit is the only valid reason 

for entering the clubhouse. 

 The Club is currently investigating options for installing hand sanitisers at entry points to the 

courts.  Until these are available members are encouraged to provide their own and/or 

thoroughly wash their hands at home prior to, and subsequent to playing tennis. 

 All common touchpoint surfaces (gates, door handles etc) will be wiped regularly. 

 Court users should be advised to clean their hands with alcohol gel after touching shared 

surfaces such as gates. 

COURT BOOKINGS 

 No tennis activity will be allowed unless bookings have been made in advance (Coaching 

times will be managed by the Club Coach in accordance with the Tennis Committee). 

 The section has now developed an on-line booking system.  The details of how to access this 

are illustrated on a separate instruction sheet to ensure that only members are able to 

access the booking system.  Simple step by step instructions are provided. 

 Only two courts will be available – Court 3, and one of Court 1 or Court 2.  All three courts 

will be made available for tennis activity from Saturday 6th June – the booking slots for the 

third court will be on the half hour to minimise the number of players arriving/leaving at the 

same times 

 Courts 1 and 2 maybe used at the same time but only by members of the same household – 

removed 

 Court 1 (nearest the gate) will be restricted to singles play only. 

 Court 2 is available for doubles and/or singles play. 

 Court 3 (tarmac court) is available for doubles and/or single play. 

 Court bookings are restricted to one hour slots, and consecutive slots may not be booked.  

Court bookings will be available in one hour and two hour slots, and consecutive slots may 

not be booked. 

 Players are asked to vacate the courts 5 minutes prior to the end of their allotted time. 

 Players are asked to arrive at the courts 5 minutes after the beginning of their allotted time. 

 All players must be named when making a booking – within Notes. 

 Court bookings will not be allowed more than seven days in advance. 

 Please cancel bookings if you know you are not going to use the court. 

 If players are on site, waiting players must wait at an appropriate distance until it is free to 

enter the court. 

COURT ACCESS 

 Please ensure you apply appropriate social distancing measures when accessing Club 

grounds, including in car parks, pathways, and at entrances. 

TENNIS ACTIVITY 

 Tennis and coaching activity will be restricted to singles/1:1.  There will be no more than two 

players per court (other than where players are from the same household).  Both singles 

play and doubles play is now permitted with people from outside of your household, as long 
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as you remain 2 metres apart as far as possible – meaning that four people from different 

households can now play doubles. 

 No players shall continue playing in a consecutive session with different players (except for 

the Club Coach) – specifically relevant to those playing doubles. 

 No social doubles tennis will take place (unless with members from the same household) – 

removed. 

 A glove should be worn on a player’s free hand, and this should be washed thoroughly after 

use, or disposed of. 

 Players must remain two meters apart at all times. 

 Players may decide not to change ends, or must change ends from opposite sides of the 

court. 

 For doubles, players may consider agreeing in advance which player will take the shot if a 

ball travels to the centre of the court. 

COACHING 

 Coaching activity will be allowed on a 1:1 basis, or with members from the same household.  

Coaching will be permitted for groups of up to six (including the Coach). 

 Limits as to the number of group sessions per day is currently being considered. 

 Players must not enter the tennis courts until invited in by the Club Coach. 

 New or fresh tennis balls will be used for each session (can be marked) to be re-used after 

72 hours - removed 

 It is advised that only the Club Coach will touch the tennis balls and players use their 

feet/rackets to return them. 

 Where players need to handle tennis balls then extra care must be taken to ensure the 

coach and players do not touch their faces during play, and all players should clean their 

hands before the session and immediately after. 

 A glove may be worn on a player’s free hand to allow handling of tennis balls.  This must be 

thoroughly washed after use or disposed of. 

 The Club Coach must follow strict LTA guidance at all times to include the following: 

o Emphasising social distancing at the start and throughout coaching sessions; 

o Adapting drills and instruction to ensure social distancing can be adhered to; 

o Emphasising the need for hand hygiene; 

o Maximum use of three red courts; 

o Reviewing ability of youngest players to apply social distancing and reconsidering 

the number of players for future sessions. 

EQUIPMENT 

 Players should bring their own equipment – players must not share use of rackets or tennis 

balls. 

 Each player on court must provide their own tennis balls.  These must be marked, and not be 

touched by any other player.  This approach is still recommended.  However, players do not 

now need to use their own clearly marked tennis balls – however, if you choose to use 

shared balls then extra care must be taken to ensure you do not touch your face during play, 

and you should clean your hands before play and immediately after finishing. 
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 Use of coaching equipment (e.g. cones) will be limited, with any equipment used being 

cleaned and wiped down afterwards.  

SPECTATORS 

 Parents/waiting players/spectators must abide by appropriate social distancing (two metres) 

and preferably wait on High Street, or well away from the tennis courts until other players 

have left the area.  Parents/guardians/supervisors (non participant) are not counted as part 

of the maximum group size, but should remain off court and limited to one per player where 

possible.  Social distancing must be strictly observed at all times during the sessions. 

COMMUNICATION 

 The Tennis section will communicate with our members clearly and regularly, making sure 

they are aware in advance of the measures that are being put in place at the venue, and of 

any amendments to guidelines which they are being asked to follow. 

 

Please also respect social distancing etiquette around the Club Groundsman as he 

proceeds with his normal routine work. 

 

It is hoped that all club members will appreciate the protocol that has been developed in 

order to mitigate the risk to everyone involved with the Tennis Club.  Any non-compliance 

to this protocol puts each member and their families at risk. 

 

Your support and adherence to these guidelines is very much appreciated. 

 

 


